
Rhythmic tabs for diatonic harmonica

(Farmotabs)

The Farmotabs are new kind of tabs for diatonic harmonicas. 

Tablature (tab for short) is a form of musical notation indicating
how to produce the notes on an instrument  rather than 
musical pitches.
Tablature is common for fretted stringed instruments as well as 
many free reed aerophones such as the harmonica. Tablature 
was common during the Renaissance and Baroque eras.

These tabs have the advantage of including rhythmic notations and can be
written on staves. They can be read with or without theoretical knowledge
of music. Here's a little explanation on how to read the Harmonica tabs.

– At the beginning of the first staff, the word "TAB" is written vertically to 
avoid confusion, the key of the harmonica is noted, the tuning (the most 
common for major diatonic harmonica is the Richter system), and the 
number of holes of the harmonica.

– At the beginning of the following staves, only the key of the harmonica 
and the word TAB are written.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Musical_notation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harmonica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fret


1) The notes

Since it’s written on staves, it is necessary to use a specific symbol, so that 
there is less risk of confusion with the scores or with other kind of tabs. 
The notes are shaped like arrows. It also shows if the note is blown or 
drawn.

2) Blown or drawn:

The arrow is upward if the note is blown or downward if the note is 
drawn. 

If notes are beamed quaver, all the stems are oriented in the same 
direction. It’s the note’s head which let know if it is blown or drawn:

  B          D                                 B     D     D    D           (B = Blown  D= Drawn)
A beam is an horizontal or diagonal line used
to connect multiple consecutives notes



3) Reading which hole of the harmonica is played:

Each line or space corresponds to a hole of the harmonica. It starts with 
the first hole that corresponds to the lower line of the staff, the second 
hole with the first following space etc… ( the even holes correspond to the
space between lines)

An example with a well-known American traditional song, Oh Susanna:



4) If a note is produced by bending. 
A bend lower the pitch of the original note.

A bend is produced if, when changing the position of 
the tongue while blowing or drawing in certain holes 
of the harmonica, the note is lowered.

 

    

 

Bending works with certains drawn notes as well as with certains blown 
notes. On a harmonica,  a bend lower the pith of the original note. The 
pitch lowering depends on the number of half tones written near the 
note’s head (in this example, a C harmonica, the 3rd hole drawn is B but it 
change to A because the note lowers 2 half tones). 



5) If the note to play is an overbend (overblow or overdraw)
The overbend raise the pitch of the note

Overblowing and overdrawing are an important modern technique 
among players of dsiatonic harmonica.  An overblow consists of two 
steps: the closing reed must be choked (silenced), and the opening 
reed, the one that normally responds to air flowing in the opposite 
direction must be sounded. The resulting pitch is generally a 
semitone higher than the closing-reed pitch. 

The overbends (sometimes called overnotes) can be drawn (overdraw) or 
blown (overblow) only on certains notes. The number written near to the 
head of the note shows how many half tones the pitch should raise.

Some others overbends can be played on the harmonica but these are 
necessary if you want to play the chromatic scale over the 3 octaves.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harmonica


6) Rhythmic notation and articulation are the same as for a conventional 
score 

a) Do not confuse the writing of bendings or overbends with the writing of
triplets.

Number 3 means
that there is a triplet (the time

is divided into 3)
.

We changed the second note. There
is an overblow of 3 semitones in the

4th blown hole.

b) For a  tremolo, repetition effect of a note, or tremor (for the throat 
vibrato ), this writing is used::
 

    and if it is very fast :

c) When several notes are played simultaneously they are shown as a 
longer arrow covering the notes to be played together, just as follows :

In the example, two eighths notes drown into the holes (2,3 and 4) and a 
half note drown into (1 and 2).

7) There are some notations specific to the harmonica. 

a) you can write, if necessary, the pronunciation of the notes. 
For example,  write the word “Ta” below the note if it begins with an 
attack. 



b) the effect  produced by cupping the hands are written like this:

Open cup:

Closed cup:

Opening cup
(Wha effect):

8) Example with all the available notes on a C major harmonica                 
(A 10 holes harmonica in Richter tuning)
On the staves 1 and 3, notes are written on harmonica tabs. 
On the staves 2 and 4, notes are written using the conventional scores


